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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



The Lombard Peace Union at Milan, Italy, has just 
published its annual Peace Almanac with the title " Giti 
le Armi " which in Italian signifies the same. This alma- 
nac, in the preparation of which no less than twenty-four 
Italian writers have assisted, contains much valuable in- 
formation about the peace movement, bits of literature 
showing the evils of war and the blessings of peace, a 
short memoir of friends of peace deceased during the 
past year, chiefly Italian, and various illustrations appro- 
priate to the purposes of the Almanac. We have been 
particularly struck with the beauty and suggestiveness of 
the two illustrations on pages fourteen and fifteen. The 
first is entitled " Yesterday and To-day" and represents 
two soldiers, an Italian and a Frenchman, standing on the 
frontier with bayonets ready to cross. The second, en- 
titled " To-morrow," pictures the two men in citizen's 
dress kindly shaking hands across the border. 

We congratulate Mr. Moneta and his associates on the 
noble work which they are doing. The peace cause, to 
quote the Almanac, is certainly "doing miracles" in 
Italy. 

One of the resolutions adopted at the recent annual 
meeting of the Pennsylvania Peace Society alludes to an 
evil widely prevalent in society, against which every 
ofHcer of the law and every good citizen ought to set him- 
self. This resolution says: "That a fruitful cause of 
peace breaking, bloodshed, suicides, assaults and assassi- 
nation is to be found in the unrestricted sale of pistols 
and other deadly weapons, and so long as the drunkard, 
the insane, the criminal and the misguided can buy them 
we may expect their repetition." 

Added to this is the aggravation of the evil caused by 
the display of imaginary shooting scrapes so often seen 
on the theatre posters stuck up in public places on the 
streets of our cities. It is within the power of city gov- 
ernments to lessen crime very materially by keeping these 
imaginary revolvers out of the sight of the boys whose 
minds they inflame. 

There has been severe fighting in North Mexico between 
the government troops and the revolutionists, many being 
killed on both sides. 

The Swiss Federal Council has decided to negotiate a 
loan of four millions dollars, to be spent chiefly on 
strengthening and extending the national defences. Is 
Switzerland aware that in thus doing she is actually 
tempting the great powers, in some hour of conflict, to 
sweep down upon her and destroy her independence ? 
She ought in no way to follow this senseless spirit of 
European militarism. 

" When the Church gains this conception of her mis- 
sion, viz., that every wrong on earth is a divine call to 
the Christian and to the Church to right it, and acts on 
that conception, there will be a marvellous mortality 
among the world's evils."— I>r. Strong's " New Era." 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



Congress reassembled at noon on the fourth of Decem- 
ber, and the President's message was read the same day. 
What with the Hawaiian question and the Wilson Tariff 
Bill and the grave financial problems existing, there 
promises to be no lack of subjects to puzzle the heads of 
the legislators 

A resolution, introduced by Senator Hoar, was adopted 
by the Senate on the 6th of December asking the Admin- 
istration for copies of all instructions given our diplomatic 
and naval representatives in Hawaii for the last twelve 
years. On the same day a similar resolution was off^ered 
in the House by Representative Hitt of Illinois, and 
passed on the thirteenth. On the twentieth, after the 
President's special message on Hawaii was received, the 
Senate adopted a resolution introduced by Senator Mor- 
gan empowering the Committee on Foreign Affairs to 
make a thorough investigation of the Hawaiian matter. 
The sub-committee to make the investigation consists of 
Morgan, Butler, Gray, Frye and Sherman. 

Professor John Tyndall, the eminent English scientist, 
died at his home in Haslemere on the evening of Decem- 
ber 4, at the age of 73 years. He was, in 1853, chosen 
Professor of Natural Philosophy in the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, a position which he held for 34 years. 
He was the author of many books on scientific subjects, 
among the most noted of which were those on Heat and 
Sound. 

The House of Representatives has voted to admit Utah 
and Arizona to Statehood. 

A dynamite bomb was thrown into the French Chamber 
of Deputies on the 9th of December, by a despicable 
anarchist named Vaillant. Sixty Deputies and others 
were injured. It is useless to attempt to characterize 
such a deed. It is unsurpassed in the annals of wicked- 
ness. Immediately afterwards the French Senate passed 
the Press Bill providing for the punishment of papers 
publishing inflammatory anarchist articles. Anarchists 
have since been arrested all over France. 

The methods adopted in the large cities this winter to 
relieve and prevent suffering, threatening in an unusual 
degree from the necessary discharge of so many workmen, 
lead to the hope that an early solution may be found for 
this oft-recurring problem of how to take care of the out- 
of-works. The opinion is rapidly growing that to relieve 
out and out, without furnishing employment, is to aggra- 
vate the evil sought to be cured. This winter in many 
cities the citizens have undertaken, in an organized way, 
to find and provide work for the unemployed, and with 
gratifying success. It is probable that before many years 
some general State and municipal scheme will be devised 
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which will do away with the uncertainty and irregularity 
now attending the efiEort to furnish honest laborers, tem- 
porarily thrown out of employment, with the opportunity 
of gaining a support, for the time being, for themselves 
and families. It ought not to be impossible for one of 
our American Commonwealths to furnish all its honest 
laboring men with sufficient work the year round. 

A monster petition in behalf of a governmental road 
department was presented to the Senate on December 
20th. The petition, which originated with A. A. Pope of 
Boston, was 1400 yards long and was signed by the Gov- 
ernors of seventeen States and by many prominent men 
all over the country. It took Senator Hoar and several 
employees of the Senate to present the petition. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



To The Advocate of Peace : 

As a sincere believer in the gospel of peace I welcome 
the efforts of The Advocate of Peace, but being also a 
lover of the truth, and of fair dealing with all men, I 
regret to see the partiality shown in the reference to Euro- 
pean armaments for war, as appears from the following : 

Section five of the Resolutions adopted by the Chicago 
Peace Congress expresses satisfaction at the growth of 
peace sentiments, as evidenced * « * and by the 
nearly victorious vote cast, in the late German elections, 
against the further increase of armaments, etc., etc. 

This is entirely in harmony with the palpably unjust 
attitude assumed by almost the entire American Press as 
to the armaments of Germany. No one asks why Ger- 
many keeps up her army ; no one scarcely more than 
alludes to the unheard of efforts of France in that direc- 
tion, or of Russia, etc. 

And yet, in the speech by Hon. Josiah Quincy, pub- 
lished on page 198, etc., of this year's Advocate, we read 
that France keeps up an army of 560,000 men on a peace 
footing, while Germany, even with her recent increase, 
and though she contains ten millions more of people, 
maintains only 547,000 men. 

In all soberness, must we be so blind in our prejudices 
as to excuse everything on one side, and lay all blame to 
the other? 

Has history no lessons for us ? 

When has Germany ever assailed France? 

How many times has France assailed Germany ? 

Germany's safety is in her unity which France tried 
her best to prevent, and in her army. She has not the 
Atlantic and Pyrenees to protect her on three sides as 
France has. France was never disturbed in her internal 
changes. No one is an enemy of her Republican form of 
government due, it must not be forgotten, to the German 
armies in 1870, and yet she arms and arms, and burdens 
her people beyond any precedent. And no one holds her 
up as an example — on the contrary, the country that 
acts in absolute self defence is blamed, and that has always 
been most anxious to welcome the principle of arbitra- 
tion. 



Germany would only too gladly disarm. No one who 
knows the country can doubt for a moment that there 
exists nowhere a more peaceable people. But, it is said, 
there is the fact that Germany took from France two of 
her provinces. Very true. And if Germany had not taken 
them, it is morally certain that France would long since 
have been at the throat of Germany again, for it is the 
military vanity of France, and her greed for land that 
account for her wars, and with Strassbiirg and Metz in 
her possession her chances were considered good. His- 
tory proves that on a thousand pages. 

Peace in 1871, to be durable, had to be based on the 
cession of a line of defence such as the Vosges mountains 
and the two strongholds Metz and Strassburg. Any one 
fair enough to place himself in the position of Germany 
will understand this. It is the duty of the German gov- 
ernment to protect its people. The conditions are not 
those of sea-girt England, or of these United States. We 
have no enemy strong enough to make an army necessary. 
That is the only reason why we have no large army. 
When we needed an army we raised one largely by con- 
scription (drafting) also, not merely by volunteers. One 
fact more. Since 1815 Prussia-Germany has been en- 
gaged in war for not more than twelve months all told. 
No other great country has such a record. 
Respectfully, 

C. A. Eggert. 

Vanderbilt University, Dec. 1, 1893. 



Mr. Editor — I write from Menton, France, where I 
see daily the horrors of war in time of peace. This point 
is on the borders of Italy, where between it and France 
is a great gulf fixed. This is an impassible boundary, 
save by a bridge one hundred and thirty feet long and 
nearly as far above the little water course. It would 
seem unnecessary to defend this dividing line by infantry, 
as it seems impossible for a human being to climb up, or 
to creep down to the beach. On a mountain side, in 
range of the road, is planted a battery, from which a ball 
or bomb can destroy the bridge. And yet, in this city is 
concentrated a large force of conscripts, from sunny vil- 
lages, fertile plains and mountain sides, where they lived 
happily with kindred and friends. This is horrible sla- 
very. These conscripts are worked at drill, over moun- 
tains at a rapid gait, more exhausting than any field 
service. Their dress is of material cheap and strong, and 
their fare probably as coarse as their dress. 

I am reminded of the centuries of similar suffering, not 
alone of poor conscripts, but of noble knights of the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, who leaving their castles 
in England, France and Germany wandered down by 
the border, by this Riviera and along these shores ; many 
of them roasting in their coats of mail by the intense heat 
of the sun, and marking the road through sunny France 
and Italy by skeletons in armor. How few of these 
returned from the Holy Land ! 

For centuries after, the few inhabitants of this beauti- 
ful land were raided by pirates, so that they were obliged 
to build their hamlets far up on the mountain side. These 
old, strongly built stone structures are still inhabited by 
very poor and honest people, who gain a scanty subsist- 
ence by picking the olives that fall from trees that have 
yielded fruit for a thousand years. 

Finally, down to the commencement of this century. 



